Transitional cell carcinoma with rhabdoid features.
We discuss the light-microscopic, immunohistochemical, electron-microscopic, and flow cytometric analysis in a case of invasive transitional cell carcinoma of the renal pelvis with rhabdoid features and glandular metaplasia. This tumor demonstrated in situ rhabdoid transformation of the transitional epithelium, which has not been described before. Electron-microscopic examination of the rhabdoid cells revealed whorled aggregates of intermediate filaments. There was also evidence of mucin-filled intracellular lumina on light and electron microscopy in both in situ and invasive components of the tumor. Our findings lend support to the view that tumors with "rhabdoid" features in adults and perhaps some children represent a heterogeneous group of neoplasms, some of which may just be unusual morphologic variants of a transitional cell carcinoma, in contrast to the distinct clinicopathologic entity of childhood renal rhabdoid tumors.